
 

    

Application Submission Process 
    
The Teach For America Social Innovation Award is accepting applications through the online 
Vator platform from July 15, 2011 to October 15, 2011.  Only complete applications submitted 
through this system will be accepted into the selection process.  
 
The complete application consists of four parts: a narrative (based on pre-set questions), a 
resume, a supplemental information form and a video pitch.  This document will guide you 
through the submission process.  There are four steps: 
 
 Step 1: Create a company profile 
 Step 2: Compile your application 
 Step 3: Submit your application 
 Step 4: Monitor your progress 
 
 
Step 1: Create a Step 1: Create a Step 1: Create a Step 1: Create a Company Company Company Company ProfileProfileProfileProfile    
    
Before you can apply for this award, you must create a ‘company’ profile.   
 
To Begin:  
 

1. Log onto http://vator.tv and click on ‘Competitions’ on the navigation bar.  
2. Find and click on the ‘Teach For America Social Innovation Award’ in ‘Running 

Competitions’. 
3. When the Award site opens, click on ‘Participate in this Competition’ on the right-hand 

side of the screen.   
 
To Register:  
 

4. You can register through the Vator site or log in using your Google, LinkedIn, Facebook or 
Twitter account.  Choose your registration option and enter information as requested.   

5. Choose a Vator profile type.  You will be a ‘Startup Company’. 
6. Enter your Company Name.  You do not need to be a registered or launched company to 

participate.  The name or general description of your idea can serve as your company 
name in this instance. 

7. Select the stage that closest matches your stage of development.  Note: if you select, 
Napkin (idea) or Alpha (Prototype), you will not have to provide a website.  All other 
stages will require an address.  

8. Select your founded date.  If you have not formally launched, select the date closest to 
when you started working on your idea.   

9. Select your number of employees.  Please include any paid or unpaid staff members, 
team members or volunteers in your numbers. 

10. Add your website if applicable.  This is not a mandatory field (see Step 1.7 above). 



 

11. Provide a short, one-sentence description of your idea – eg a tagline or motto.  Copy the 
description into the ‘Ramble on below’ section.   

12. Include details of any funding received to date by clicking on ‘Add more funding 
information’.  

13. Add either your current mailing address or the registered mailing address of your 
company (if applicable).  You must at least select a country and a state. 

14. Click on ‘Education’ as your Category. 
15. Add one or more of the following tags as they apply to your idea.  If you do not feel any of 

the tags represent your idea, you may write in ‘Other (your adjective)’, eg ‘Other (Policy). 
a. Tags: Advocacy, Organizing, Educational Technology, Digital Learning, Out of 

School Time, College Readiness, Teacher Support & Development, Community 
Development, Youth Leadership   

16. Click ‘Create Profile’.  Your competition profile is now created and can be updated at any 
point throughout the competition.  You will receive a confirmation email from Vator with 
details of your account.  Tip: Make sure you note your short URL listed on your profile 
page for easy access back into your profile. 

 
 
Step 2: Compile your ApplicationStep 2: Compile your ApplicationStep 2: Compile your ApplicationStep 2: Compile your Application    
    
Your company profile acts as your application submission center.  Through your profile, you can 
upload the components of your application and participate in the award competition.  You can 
upload, delete and edit your response as often as necessary until the award application closing 
date on October 15, 2011.   
 
To open your profile: 
 

1. Log onto Vator through the original link above or using the short URL generated when 
you created your profile (see 1.16). 

2. Click on ‘My Vator’ in the Navigation Panel and then ‘Dashboard’ on the sub-panel. 
3. Click on the competition link under the ‘My Competitions’ section in the middle of the 

screen.  This will open your profile page. 
 
To update your profile:  
 

4. On your profile page, click on ‘Edit and Manage Profile’ by your company name (see 
image below). 

 



 

  
 

5. Basic Information: Allows you to update you core company profile as needed. This is 
more for the benefit of the community as opposed to the selection committees. 

6. Background: Please add the names of any team members and include the Corps Region 
and Corps Year for each (where applicable) in the Team section.  All other sections are 
optional. 

7. Award/Mention: Optional section.  It will not be considered part of your application.  Any 
awards/mentions will likely be included in your application form. 

8. Video/Documents: This is the key piece for your application submission.This is the key piece for your application submission.This is the key piece for your application submission.This is the key piece for your application submission.  All forms, 
documents, videos required as parts of the complete application submission must be 
added in this section.  See the following section for details on how to upload your 
materials. 

9. Privacy:  You can choose to keep your profile private or public.  If you make it private, only 
those to whom you have sent your ‘Short URL’ (available on your main profile page) will 
be able to access it. Note: you will not be able to submit your application until your profile 
is made public. 

 
 
To upload your application: 
 
On the Teach For America Social Innovation Award page, there are four key application 
documents: (1) the application form, (2) the supplemental application form, (3) the effective 
pitching guide and (4) the Award application checklist.  You will need all four documents as you 
compile your award application.   
 

10. Log on to your Vator Company profile as outlined in steps 2.1-3.  Tip: after creating your 
profile, a short URL will be on the main profile screen which you can use to go directly to 
your profile. 

11. Once in your profile, click on the ‘Video/Documents’ tab.   



 

12. Upload your draft/final documents.  You can choose whether you want the documents to 
be private or public.  (It defaults to public.)  If private, your profile will only be visible by 
those whom you invite to see them. 

13. Continue to edit and upload your draft documents until they are finalized. Note: your Note: your Note: your Note: your 
profile must be made public before you can submit your application.  See Step 3.profile must be made public before you can submit your application.  See Step 3.profile must be made public before you can submit your application.  See Step 3.profile must be made public before you can submit your application.  See Step 3.  

14. Utilize the Award Application Checklist to ensure all components are completed. 
 
 
Step 3: Submit your ApplicaStep 3: Submit your ApplicaStep 3: Submit your ApplicaStep 3: Submit your Applicationtiontiontion    
    

1. Ensure your company profile is ‘Public’.  To make your profile public, click ‘Edit and 
Manage Profile’ on your company profile page (see Step 2.1). Select ‘Privacy’ tab and 
click on ‘Public’.  Click ‘Save’. 

2. Select ‘Competitions’ from the main navigator bar. 
3. Find and select the ‘Teach For America Social Innovation Award’ competition. 
4. Click on ‘Participate in this Competition’.   
5. If prompted, click on ‘Register this Company’ and select ‘Yes’ when prompted (see image 

below).  
 

 
 
6. The screen should now say ‘Your Company is now entered in the competition’.  Your 

profile should appear in the ‘Round 1 –competitors’ section at the bottom of the Award 
main page.  You have now applied for the Award!   

7. You will receive a confirmation email from Vator. 
 
 
 
 
 
    



 

StepStepStepStep 4: Monitor your Progress 4: Monitor your Progress 4: Monitor your Progress 4: Monitor your Progress    
    
To change your application once submitted: 
    

1. You can remove your application at any point until the deadline passes by clicking on the 
‘Remove from Competition’ link listed by your Company in the ‘Round 1 – competitors’ 
section on the Award page in Vator.  

2. You can re-enter the competition as often as is necessary by repeating Step 3 and Step 
4.1. 

3. You can also update your application after you entered the competition without removing 
it by logging onto your Company Profile and clicking on the ‘Edit and Manage Profile’ link 
as in Step 2.1-6. 

    
    
To monitor your progress within the competition: 
 
Each round will end with judges’ review of the competitors’ applications.  Feedback will be 
provided for each competitor who advanced to each stage through a scorecard delivered directly 
through the Vator platform.  To access your feedback, complete the following steps: 
 

4. Log onto Vator.  
5. Under the ‘My Vator’ tab, select the ‘Dashboard’. 
6. Click on ‘Judge’s Feedback’ in the ‘Competitions’ section (see image below).  
 

 
 
7. If you are invited into an advanced round (2-4), you application will be automatically 

advanced through the Vator platform. 
8. Further updates and announcements about the competition will be posted in the 

Discussion Wall under ‘Announcements’. 



 

ContactContactContactContact & Support & Support & Support & Support    
    
If you encounter any difficulties in setting up your company profile, compiling & submitting your 
application or monitoring your progress, contact socialentrepreneurship@teachforamerica.org.  
The SEI team strives to address your enquiry within 48 hours.  General platform and application 
submission process questions can also be raised during the monthly informational webinars.   
 
Additionally, you can use the Discussion Wall on the site to post questions about the application 
process or the platform.  The site will be monitored daily by the team.    
 
It is strongly encouraged that you upload all components of your application as early as possible 
and no fewer than two days prior to the deadline to avoid any unexpected delays or complications 
in the process.  Incomplete or late submissions will not be considered. 
 


